In-Class Journal

Your journal gives you a chance to express yourself, practice using the RACES paragraph and to “show” all of your creative ideas and opinions with vivid detail. As soon as you enter class, you will begin working on your journal. This is a way for you to communicate with me and your classmates if you wish. 
All of your journal responses should be appropriate in content, as well as length and depth. You may always take your journal home if you need extra time, but be sure to return it the next day. 
[image: image1.wmf]Journals are graded at least three times a year and count as a writing grade. You will be asked to select one of each type of entry to be graded and I will pick one of each at random. This way your very best work will definitely receive a score. This also means that ALL entries need to be completed because you never know which ones I will select. 
Quick Journal Tips at a Glance:

· Write the day of the week and the date at the top of each entry.

· If you are ever out sick, you need to write the word “absent” in your journal with the date you were absent when you get back to school.

· Song Scribbles would contain either a RACES paragraph using lyrics for evidence or vivid “showing” details if you have to write a story.

· Write the quote and speaker each Words of Wisdom Write Up. 

· Words of Wisdom Write Ups are usually RACES paragraphs using real-world examples for evidence.

· Free-Writes need to show effort and lots of details (try using sense words in your description). 

· Take your journal home to finish the day you start an entry. If you wait until you need to have your journal graded, you’ll forget what you needed to fix. 

FYI: On days without journal, you will still have a prompt on the board. These responses will be written in your “Vocabulary and Grammar” sections, though, in your binder and count as language grades, not writing.

*Important Reminder: Take your journal home to finish if you do not finish in class.
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	Music Monday
	· Prompt is addressed with thoughtfulness and detail including quotes from the song lyrics and meaningful examples.
· Consistently “shows” detail.

· The reader can determine the question being answered by the writer’s response. (Recycling questions)
	· Prompt is often addressed with thoughtfulness and detail including quotes from the song lyrics and meaningful examples.
· Often “shows” detail.

· The reader can often determine the question being answered by the writer’s response. (Recycling questions)
	· Prompt is addressed but generally lacks either thoughtfulness or detail and/or does not include direct quotes and meaningful examples.
· Rarely “shows” detail.

· The question being asked is generally unclear based on the response.
	· Prompt is not addressed or response lacks thoughtfulness.
· “Tells,” rather than shows.
· The question being asked is not addressed.

	Words of Wisdom Wednesday
	· Prompt questions are addressed with thoughtfulness and detail including a reference to the quote and meaningful examples to support opinions.
· Consistently “shows” detail.

· The quote and speaker are recorded at the start of the entry.
	· Prompt is often addressed with thoughtfulness and detail including a reference to the quote and meaningful examples to support opinions.
· Often “shows” detail.

●
The quote is recorded at the start of the entry.
	· Prompt is addressed but generally lacks either thoughtfulness or detail and/or does not reference the quote and provide meaningful examples.
· Rarely “shows” detail.

· The quote is sometimes recorded at the start of the entry.
	· Prompt is not addressed or response lacks thoughtfulness.
· “Tells,” rather than shows.

· The quote is not recorded.



	Free Choice Friday
	· Consistently “shows” detail.
· Entries contain evidence of sufficient effort.
	· Often “shows” detail.
· Most entries contain evidence of sufficient effort.
	· Rarely “shows” detail.
· Some entries contain evidence of sufficient effort.
	· “Tells,” rather than shows.
· Few entries contain evidence of sufficient effort.

	Presentation and Order
	· All entries are completed, dated, in chronological order and legible.
· “Absent” is written with the date for days the student misses journal.

· The type of entry is written at the top of the page.
	· Most entries are completed, dated, in chronological order and legible.
· “Absent” is written with the date for days the student misses journal. May miss one.

· The type of entry is usually written at the start of the entry.
	· Some entries are completed, dated, in chronological order and legible.
· “Absent” is written with the date for days the student misses journal. May miss two.

· The type of entry is sometimes written at the start,
	· Few entries are completed, dated, in chronological order and legible.
· Absences are not recorded.

· The type of entry is not written.


